Ethical issues in screening and testing for genetic diseases.
New analytic techniques coupled with detailed knowledge of the entire human genome soon will make possible testing of all genes in every person. Concepts of disease will change, and predisease states will be identified for genetic therapies. Patients, physicians, and laboratory personnel will be confronted with ethical and moral issues in the performance of genetic testing. The primary ethical issues will focus on who has the right to request or compel genetic testing, who has access to confidential information, and what medical or social actions may be predicated legally on genetic information.